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	SYNOPSIS: 

Based not-entirely-truthfully on real-life figure Wallace Carothers, this new twisted history lesson from Ted Mills will tell you more than you thought possible about the inventor of nylon, his loves, his losses, and his strange relationship with polymer. Filmed on an ultra-low budget, 'Wallace Carothers' contains period detail, lavish costumes, awkward situations, stock footage, a stuffed cat, and laughs aplenty. Stars Brian Singer (from Mills' last short, 'Revenge of the Falcon') and Tom Hinshaw as narrator Elliott K. Frisch.
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DIRECTOR’s NOTE

“Wallace Carothers” grew out of a film assignment at Santa Barbara City College. I had assigned my students a long list of 20th Century inventions and had them, in groups, choose an invention to comically retell in the 50% truth/50% absolute lies style of “Drunk History” and “Yacht Rock.” Most groups wanted to choose the invention of the bikini for some reason. A week later a friend asked me if I shot my own assignment alongside the students. I didn’t, but then decided I should. Why not?

I started researching. The biography of Wallace Carothers, inventor of nylon appealed to me. Here was a manic-depressive ladies man who wore a cyanide capsule around his pocket watch and did so to show off to women. And yet he looked so square! He was like an 1930’s version of an emo boy. Everything in the film is based on a real fact; you couldn’t make some of this stuff up.

The script came together in a furious night of non-sequitur scriptwriting, and after a few phone calls it was cast. I’m always glad to work with Brian Singer—he’s been in most of my films since ‘nowhereland’—and I think he likes to work with me. Or is it the always delicious catering my mom provides on set? She makes a nice lasagna.

Many of my former students are involved behind and in front of the camera in this film, but it also gave me a chance to work with Kate Paulsen (Lit Moon Theater company) and Tom Hinshaw (Genesis West Theater company), two of our best local actors. But everybody in this film is a star, and shooting a period picture means everybody gets to look fabulous.

Out of all the films I have made, I think this one really approaches my sense of humor, and reveals all my sources: Monty Python, Firesign Theater, Chris Morris. Hope you like it.

	TED MILLS BIO

Ted Mills has been making films since 2001 with his sci-fi epic short ‘nowhereland’ (winner of three short film awards), and his comedies ‘Walk Cycle’ and ‘Revenge of the Falcon.’ A Santa Barbara native, he’s lived in Japan and the UK, and along the way incorporated their senses of humor into his own twisted style. He has also written on the arts and film since 1998, and teaches film production over at Santa Barbara City College. Both jobs allow him to put his money where his mouth is.
	[image: image5.jpg]





[image: image6.jpg]



Wallace Carothers (Brian Singer) can’t believe his morning-luck with Sylvia Moore (Jennifer Smithwick). 
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Brian Singer with Writer-Director Ted Mills.

FULL CREDITS

Wallace Carothers – Brian Singer

Elliott K. Frischh – Tom Hinshaw

Aaaaaaaangela – Kate Martin

Douchebag #1 – Maxwell Goldman

Douchebag #2 – David Naylor

Douchebag #3 – Daniel Locatelli

Sylvia Moore – Jennifer Smithwick

Hiking Companion #1 – Darla Bea Smith

Hiking Companion #2 – Landon Premo

Scientist #1 – Daniel Locatelli

Scientist #2 – Mychael Gomez

Radio DJ – Scott Easley

Nylon Angel – Kate Paulsen

Produced, Written and Directed by Ted Mills

Cinematography by Nik Blaskovich

Assistant Camera – David Naylor

1st Assistant Director – Daniel Locatelli

Sound Assistant – Landon Premo

Production Assistant – Mychael Gomez

Wardrobe and Makeup - Sabrina Oertle
Catering – Pauline’s Home Cookin’ and Carrie Brown

Props – Rosminah Brown

Edited by Ted Mills

Assistant Editor – Nik Blaskovich

Archival Footage from the Prelinger Archives and Flickr   

MUSIC  

Flute Concerto in G Major by Antonio Vivaldi

Performed by Paula Robeson and Gardener Chamber Orchestra

Under a Creative Commons License

Cantique by Gabriel Faure

Performed by the Exeter Chamber Choir under a Creative Commons License

Aba-Daba Honeymoon

Performed by Cliff Steward

©Coral Records
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Filmed in Santa Barbara and Carpinteria, CA
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